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Nos RelF : CPT98018 = FB/04.71 



Monsieur, 



/ 



RE : Demande de brevet US 09/786,151 basee sur la demande Internationale 
PCT/IB99/01584 du 16 septembre 1999 intitulee « Management of data in a 
receiver/decoder » 

Inventeurs : Denis CHOULETTE et Hongtao LIAO 



Nous vous informons par la presente que la gestion de la demande de brevet ci-dessus 
referencee (transferee a la societe THOMSON Licensing S.A.) est assuree par la societe 
THOMSON. 

Nous venons d'apprendre que FExaminateur americain a oppose un brevet americain 
anterieur a notre demande de brevet. 

Notre Agent de Brevets a done prepare une Declaration visant & contester Tanteriorite du 
brevet US, qu'il convient de faire signer par I'ensemble des inventeurs. 

Vous voudrez bien trouver ci-joint la declaration accompagnee de ses annexes. 

Nous vous remercions de nous retourner la declaration dument datee et signee dans les 
meilleurs delais. 

Dans cette attente, nous vous prions d'agreer, Monsieur, ['expression de nos sinceres 
salutations. ^ 



Frederiqiie/DERSOIR 

Annexes^ : 

Declaration + annexes 



t e c h m i colma ^^grass valley QQCBZH TJIKIMS®^ 



Serial no.: 09/786,151 

IW THE UMITED STATES PATENT AMD TRADEMARK OFFICE 



Applicants: Denis CHOULETTE and Hongtao LIAO 

Serial no.: 09/786,151 

Filed: February 27, 2001 

For: MANAGEMENT OF DATA IN A RECEIVER/DECODER 

Examiner: Hua, Ly 

Art Unit: 2135 



DECLARATION UNDER 37 CFR 1,131 
I, Hongtao Liao, do hereby declare and state: 

1 . That I am the inventor of claims 1-46 and 54-65 of the above-mentioned 
patent application. 

2. Prior to June 12, 1998, Denis Choulette and I conceived of the idea for 
management of data in a receiver/decoder, as described and claimed in my 
patent application. 

3. On January 27, 1998, I completed a document describing file handling in 
FLASH, the document later being forwarded to David (Dave) Hawkes. (Copy 
as exhibit A) 

4. On June 5, 1998, JF Bertrand completed a document describing the 
conception of the middleware system, the document later being forwarded to 
Dave Hawkes by me. (Copy as exhibit B) 

5. On June 18, 1998, Dave Hawkes sent a letter to the Dr. Paul Cozens of the 
patent agents Mathys & Squire in London, United Kingdom, asking him to 
prepare a patent application. (Copy as exhibit C) 

6. On June 23, 1998, Dr. Paul Cozens responded to Dave Hawkes that they 
were reviewing the contents of the enclosures. (Copy as exhibit D) 

7. On August 19, 1998, Andrew (Andy) Booth of Mathys & Squire sent a draft 
specification to David Hawkes for comments and asking him to pass a copy to 
Hongtao Liao. (Copy as exhibit E) 

8. On September 3, 1998, Dave Hawkes sent a letter to Andy Booth with his and 
Denis Choulette's comments on the draft- (Copy as exhibit F) 



DECLARATION UNDER 37 CFR 1.131 



9. Sometime between September 3 and September 16, I received a final non- 
provisional patent application describing and claiming my invention. I read and 
approved the final version of the application on September 16, 1998, at the 
latest. 

10. The above-indentified non-provisional patent application (European 
application 98402290.5) was filed with the French Patent Office on September 
16,1998. 

11. I further declare that all statements made herein of my own knowledge are 
true and that all statements made on information and belief are believed to be 
true; and that these statements were made with the knowledge that wilful false 
statements and the like so made are punishable by fine or imprisonment, or 
both, under Section 1001 of Title 18 of the United States Code, and that such 
wilful false statements may jeopardize the validity of the application and any 
patents issuing thereon. 
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Nos Ref : CPT98018 - FD/04.71 



Monsieur, 



RE : Demande de brevet US 09/786,151 basee sur la demande internationale 
PCT/IB99/01584 du 16 septembre 1999 intitulee « Management of data in a 
receiver/decoder » 

Inventeurs : Denis CHOULETTE et Hongtao LIAO 



Nous vous informons par la presente que la gestion de la demande de brevet ci-dessus 
referencee (transferee a la soci6te THOMSON Licensing S.A.) est assuree par la societe 
THOMSON. 

Nous venons d'apprendre que TExaminateur americain a oppos6 un brevet americain 
anterieur a notre demande de brevet. 

Notre Agent de Brevets a done prepare une Declaration visant a contester ranteriorit§ du 
brevet US, qu'il convient de faire signer par Pensemble des inventeurs. 

Vous voudrez bien trouver ci-joint la declaration accompagnee de ses annexes. 

Nous vous remercions de nous retourner la declaration dument datee et signee dans les 
meilleurs delais. 

Dans cette attente, nous vous prions d'agreer, Monsieur, Texpression de nos sinceres 
salutations. ^ 



Frederiqiie/DERSOIR 

Annexes^ : 

Declaration + annexes 






